
Introduction 
Have you ever a nightmare trip ? Delays? Cancellations? Diversions ? 

In this podcast Sue talks to Stephen, a British man, about his holiday 
travel  experience from the UK to a Greek island. Nothing went as 
planned ! It was a terrible start to a holiday. Stephen explains in detail 
about what went wrong.  

You will learn vocabulary about traveling and also how to describe 
holiday experiences. 

Listen out for the natural style of speaking and the frequent adverbs 
and adjectives they use. 

This Learning Pack is suitable for Intermediate and Advanced learners.  
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Learning Pack 
https://english-podcasts.com/very-bad-trip-stephen/
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Did you know .…   
In 2018 out of a 
total of 692,800 UK 
fl i g h t s , 1 6 4 , 6 9 0 
were delayed by 15 
minutes or more, 
w h i l e a f u r t h e r 
1 0 , 6 4 0 w e r e 
cancel led; more 
than 25 per cent of 
fl i g h t s w e r e 
disrupted in total. 

EU  law  states  that 
you  can  claim  up 
t o  6 0 0 €  p e r 
p a s s e n g e r  a s 
compensation  for 
flight  delays  of  3 
hours or more. The 
E U  R e g u l a t i o n 
261/2004  (or  EC 
2 6 1 )  a c t s  a s 
reference  in  cases 
o f  fl i g h t 
disruptions.

WARM-UP 
This is a key step in 

your learning 
experience. Do it 
before you listen.

1
LEARNING PLAN 

Follow the step by step 
guide to maximise your 

learning experience. 

2
QUIZ 

Check your 
understanding of the 
podcast. Learn new 

vocabulary.

3
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WARM UP: BEFORE YOU LISTEN TO THE PODCAST THINK ABOUT THE PROBABLE VOCABULARY 
YOU WILL HEAR. THESE QUESTIONS WILL HELP YOU: 
How do you travel ? Make a list of travel vocabulary.

What kind of things can go wrong on a trip ? What do you think 
Stephen might say? Delays, bad weather, technical issues…..

How do you feel when your transport plans don’t work out as 
expected? Note your feelings. 

GRAMMAR 
Focus on grammar and 

vocabulary you will hear 
in the podcast.

TRANSCRIPT 
Use the transcript to 
pinpoint words you 
didn’t hear clearly.

ACTIVITES 
Expand your speaking 
skills by doing these 

guided activities. 

64 5
FURTHER LINKS 
Get curious! Look 

outside the podcast 
and expand your 

knowledge.

7

LESSON PLAN 
Do the Warm Up to activate your knowledge and start to focus on necessary vocabulary.

After listening to the podcast: ask yourself about the global contents; « when », 
« where », « how », « who ». Summarize the contents in your own words. It will 
probably be short. Don’t worry !

Now move on to understanding the detailed language. Do the Quiz, do the grammar 
exercises and listen again. Summarize the podcast again, pay attention to the 
grammatical structure. You will notice that your summary will now be much longer.

Read the transcript and fill in the blanks in your understanding.

COMPREHENSION QUIZ 
Stephen speaks quite quickly and very naturally so you may need to listen several times. 
You will find the full quiz at the end of the Learning Pack, but first focus on these 
questions:

1. Where was Stephen and his family going on holiday to? 

2. How many types of transport does he mention? What was the diverted route ?

3. What kind of mood do you think he was in?
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ACTIVITES 
1. Imagine airport problems: (i) lost luggage, are you able to describe your luggage (this 

is basic but surprisingly difficult). (ii) bad weather has grounded all flights, what would 
the airline offer you ?

2. Describe your worst ever journey. Give lots of details.

3. Draw up a Pro-Con (positive points vs negative points) for different types of routes 
going to a holiday destination (train vs flying vs driving vs hitch hiking)

5.   Apparently the most enjoyable part of a holiday is planning it. Do you agree ?

TRANSCRIPT: 
You can check your comprehension with the transcript. You will find the transcript at the 
end of the Learning Pack.

1. Pay attention to the words you have seen in the Focus on Grammar and Vocabulary 
section. Are these words new ? How can you use them in your conversation?

2. Listen again to the podcast and try to identify words that you didn’t hear in the first 
time you listened. 

3. Focus on words that you find difficult to pronounce. Repeat them until you feel 
comfortable with them.

FOCUS ON GRAMMAR       THIS PODCAST FOCUSES ON THE PAST TENSE.  LOOK AT THIS EXAMPLE: 
Where did you go on holiday last year ? I went to London. What was the weather like ? It 
was terrible !

In this podcast you will hear the past tense of the verbs below.:

Fly                                                Drive                                    Sail

Think                                            Take off                               Sit

Can                                               Keep                                    Put
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